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^A^USTRALIA  is  geologically  the  world's  oldest 


Sail  down  by  the  Isles  of 
Romance  to  Australia,  cross- 
roads of  the  South  Seas,  and 
the  newest  discovery  in  travel 

continent;  in  civilization  it  is  the 


youngest,  for  only  150  years  have  passed  since  Governor  Phillip  and  his  eleven 
ships  of  sail  arrived  at  Sydney  Cove  to  found  the  first  permanent  white  settlement  in 

the  "Great  South  Land"  of  the  early  navigator^  

But  in  that  comparatively  brief  span  of  years  Australia  has  passed  from  the 
"colonial"  pioneering  stage  and  the  romantic  days  of  the  gold  diggings;  has  brought 
20.000.000  acres  under  cultivation;  has  multiplied  its  flocks  and  herds  to  close  on 
126,000,000;  has  constructed  over  27,000  miles  of  railroads;  has  developed  25,000 
manufactories  and  great  mining  and  water  conservation  schemes;  and  has  built 
modern  cities  of  rare  beauty  and  charm,  two  of  which  each  have  populations 
exceeding  one  million. 

Thus  to-day,  in  your  modern  ships  of  re-discovery,  you  will  find  not  only  pleasant 
adventure  and  romance  in  the  South  Seas,  but  all  the  amenities  of  the  older 
civilisations  when  you  reach  Australia. 

All  of  the  capital  cities— Sydney,  Brisbane,  Melbourne,  Adelaide,  Perth,  and 
Hobart,  and  the  Federal  capital  of  Canberra— are  linked  by  modern  air  lines  and 
railways,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Canberra— an  inland  centre— by  a  fine  fleet  of 
coastal  ships.  Beyond  the  cities  stretch  the  vast  agricultural  areas  and  the  pastoral 
lands  where  flocks  and  herds  graze  over  a  continent  almost  as  large  as  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Eighty-six  per  cent,  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  number  approxi- 
mately 7,000,000,  are  Australian-born  and  97  per  cent,  are  of  British  stock,  proud 
of  the  freedom  and  progress  of  their  own  country  while  loyal  to  the  land  of  their 
forefathers,  and  living  up  to  its  best  traditions  of  justice,  humanity,  and  hospitality. 

Australia  can  thus  offer  you  the  freedom  from  travel  worries  of  a  land  peopled  by 
a  white  English-speaking  race  using  the  one  currency;  the  freshness  of  a  continent 
still  young  in  travel  history  yet  abounding  in  interesting  features;  the  opportunity  of 
enjoying  summer  when  the  northern  hemisphere  is  wintering;  the  peacefulness  of  a 
holiday  far  removed  from  the  political  instability  and  adventurings  of  the  Old 
World;  and  a  substantial  exchange  premium,  for  £100  sterling  equals  £125  in 
Australian  currency. 


Avery  Architectural  and  Fine  Arts  Library 
Gift  of  Seymour  B.  Durst  Old  York  Library 


World's  strangest  fauna 
and  the  appeal  of  the  outdoor  life 


4i"~pO  me  the  most  lasting  impressions  of  Australia  are  its  wonderful  trees,"  wrote  American  Professor 
Herbert  E.  Gregory.  "The  groves  of  giant  eucalypts  form  pictures  never  forgotten,  and  the  scent  of  the 
wattle  brings  a  homesick  feeling  like  the  smell  of  sage  to  a  Westerner.  The  flora  is  not  only  beautiful,  it  is 
unique,  and  has  no  counterpart  in  other  lands.  The  trees  are  indeed  those  of  a  bygone  age.  The  impression 
that  one  is  looking  at  a  landscape  which  has  forever  disappeared  from  other  parts  of  the  world  is  so  vivid 
that  the  elms  and  maples  and  oaks  of  the  city  streets  strike  a  jarring  note." 

And,  in  these  primeval  forests,  gaily-plumaged  parrots  flash  from  tree  to  tree  and  you  hear  the  tinkling 
notes  of  the  bellbird  resounding  throughout  the  fern  gullies,  the  varied  songs  of  that  talented  mimic,  the  lyre 
bird,  the  beautiful  liquid  notes  of  the  magpie,  and  the  sardonic  laughter  of  the  kookaburra. 

In  the  bushlands  and  on  the  open  plains  are  found  such  quaint  creatures  as  the  lovable  snub-nosed  koala 
of  the  eucalyptus  forests,  the  kangaroo  that  jumps  when  it  walks  and  sits  clown  when  it  stands  up,  and  the 
platypus  that  lays  eggs  like  a  turtle,  suckles  its  young,  and  has  a  furred  body  like  a  beaver,  and  a  bill  and 
webbed  feet  like  a  duck. 

The  love  of  the  Australian  for  the  outdoors  is  revealed  in  his  enthusiasm  for  surfing  and  sunbathing. 
Australia's  beaches,  the  playground  of  the  nation,  are  wide  and  clean  and  sandy,  and  those  near  Sydney,  in 
particular,  afford  amazingly  good  surfing.    This  fondness  for  sport  is  revealed,  too,  in  the  universal  love  for 
a  good  horse  and  in  the  surprising  number  of  big  race  meetings  arranged  throughout  the  year.    The  greatest 
event  of  the  Australian  turf  is  the  Melbourne  Cup,  a  race 
that  attracts  100,000  and  more  spectators  each  year.    Golf,  __ 
too,  is  played  extensively  and  the  championship  courses  in 
(he  larger  cities  have  been  praised  by  visiting  Americans  as 
rivalling  the  best  of  other  lands. 

Australia's  climate  is  so  pleasant  throughout  the  year 
that  it  is  only  on  the  highest  mountains  in  the  winter 
months  that  snow  falls.  Yet  there  are  very  extensive  snow- 
fields  in  the  Australian  Alps  with  modern,  well-equipped 
chalets. 

When  winter  sports  are  in  full  swing  the  Queensland 
coast  with  its  1,200-mile-long  Great  Barrier  Reef,  a  thousand 
miles  to  the  north,  is  bathed  in  tropic  sunshine.  Here  is  a 
fascinating  region  of  islets  fringed  with  gardens  of  living 
coral  in  delicate  pastel  tints,  of  gaily-coloured  fish,  of  turtles, 
and  of  seabirds  in  countless  numbers. 

Off  the  New  South  Wales  coast  are  the  big-game  fishing 
grounds  where  swordfish  and  mako  and  other  sharks  led 
Mr.  Zane  Grey  to  declare  that  Australia  has  the  finest  big- 
game  fishing  in  the  world. 


AUSTRALIAN     WOOL     FOR     THE  WORLD 


OUPERB  fleeces  of  the  highest  quality  wool,  as 
^  featured  in  the  Australian  exhibit,  are  the  pro- 
duct of  the  vast  plains  whic  h  carry  1 10,000,000  sheep, 
yielding  annually  1,010,000,000  lbs.  of  wool  worth 
$200,000,000. 

Although  Australia's  flocks  comprise  less  than 
one-sixth  of  the  world's  sheep,  they  produce  more 
than  one-quarter  of  the  world's  wool  requirements 
and  maintain  an  industry  with  a  capital  value  of 
$3,000,000,000.  And  this  remarkable  development, 
from  a  few  sheep,  brought  out  by  the  first  colonists 
for  meat,  to  an  industry  of  world  pre-eminence,  has 
taken  place  in  less  than  150  years. 

Australia's  outstanding  position  in  the  produc- 
tion of  fine  wool  to-day  is  shown  by  the  following 
table:— 


of  wool,  and  72  per  cent,  of  the  world's  export  fine 
wool.  The  balance  of  the  clip  comprises  crossbred 
wool  of  high  standard,  varying  from  half-blood  to 
carpet  wools  and  representing  breeds  such  as  the 
Border  Leicester,  English  Leicester,  Lincoln,  Corrie- 
dale,  Polwarth  and  Downs  type. 

To  improve  the  (locks  the  pioneers  went  to  the 
( .ape  of  Good  Hope  for  native  African  sheep  and 
Spanish  merinos.  They  brought  sheep  from  Ben- 
gal, the  famous  Rambouillet  merinos  from  France, 
and  Nigretti  merinos  from  Germany.  Under  the 
ideal  conditions  of  sweet  herbage  and  grasses  on 
the  healthy  sunny  plains  of  Australia  they  thrived, 
and,  by  skilful  breeding,  a  type  of  sheep  improved 
beyond  recognition  has  resulted. 


Average  yield 

Wool 

Wool  per  sheep 

Sheep 

]I)S. 

lbs. 

Australia  

110,000,000 

1,010,000,000 

9.17 

Europe  

191,000,000 

730,000,000 

3.8 

Asia  

133,000,000 

355,000,000 

2.7 

North  America  

63,000,000 

492,000,000 

7.8 

South  America  

108,000,000 

601,000,000 

5.5 

Union  of  South  Africa  

41,000,000 

285,000,000 

6.9 

In  1792,  when  there  were  105  sheep  in  Australia, 
each  sheep  produced  an  average  of  3  lbs.  of  wool 
compared  with  the  present  yield  of  9.17  lbs.,  which 
gives  an  annual  production  of  3,338,000  bales  of  an 
average  weight  of  approx.  303  lbs.  per  bale.  Of  this 
quantity,  84  per  cent,  is  merino  and  represents  57 
per  cent,  of  the  world's  production  of  this  class 


Situated  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales,  in 
country  known  among  wool-men  as  the  "merino 
breeding  bowl  of  the  world,"  is  the  world's  largest 
merino  stud  property.  Founded  in  1861,  it  covers 
an  area  of  about  520,000  acres,  on  which  are  grazed 
a  maximum  of  120,000  sheep.  To  this  amazing 
blood  flock  are  related  80  per  cent,  of  Australia's 


700  registered  merino  studs,  and  every  year  about 
12,000  merino  bucks  are  sold  to  stud  masters  and 
woolgrowers.  A  world  record  price  for  a  sheep  was 
obtained  by  this  stud  in  1926,  when  the  buck  David 
was  sold  for  $21,000.  To  date,  300,000  bucks  with 
an  aggregate  value  of  $10,000,000  have  been  sold  off 
the  property. 

Large  areas  of  this  stud  property  comprise  exten- 
sive plains  growing  saltbush,  cotton  bush,  and  native 
grasses  and  herbs.  Belts  of  red-gum  trees  fringe  the 
creeks;  on  rich  flats  grow  native  box  and  bull 
oak  trees,  with  pines  on  the  sandy  ridges.  From  Octo- 
ber to  March,  the  grasses  dry  off,  leaving  the  plains 
without  green  feed  during  the  hottest  months  of  the 
year.  Temperatures  vary  from  118  degrees  Fah- 
renheit in  the  shade  in  summer  to  a  winter  with 
night  temperatures  of  from  30  to  40  degrees.  But 
these  hardy  sheep  have  been  bred  to  withstand  with- 
out protection  such  summer  conditions  and  the 
relatively  cold  winter  months  which  follow. 

On  this  property  the  average  annual  rainfall  of 
15  inches  is  supplemented  by  a  thorough  system  of 
tanks,  wells,  and  sub-artesian  bores,  in  addition  to 
the  water  from  creeks.  These  are  the  conditions  un- 
der which  has  been  bred  a  strain  of  merino  sheep 
that  produces  the  types  of  wool  for  which  Australia 
is  now  world  famous. 

As  the  production  of  wool  has  advanced  in  Aus- 
tralia, so  have  other  phases  of  the  industry  developed. 
In  no  other  country  is  wool  so  expertly  classified  and 
prepared  in  the  shearing  shed  before  consignment 
to  large  wool-selling  firms.  The  growers  sort  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  fleece  into  separate  bales,  such 
as  AAA  combing,  AA  combing,  Necks,  Broken  Pieces, 
Bellies,  Locks,  Lambs,  and  Crutchings.    The  clip 


is  then  transported  by  team,  motor  truck,  or  rail- 
way, to  the  selling  centre. 

Australia  also  has  an  extraordinarily  efficient 
system  of  selling  wool  by  auction  in  its  principal 
cities.  Actually,  eleven  selling  centres  and  33  sell- 
ing brokers,  who  with  their  branches  represent  55 
selling  units,  comprise  the  machinery  by  which  the 
clip  is  marketed. 

After  the  wool  has  been  received  into  spacious 
warehouses,  the  broker  weighs  each  bale  on  certified 
scales  and  records  the  weight  on  a  slip  which  is  sent 
to  the  owner.  At  regular  intervals,  decided  by 
the  Australian  Woolgrowers'  Council  and  the 
National  Council  of  Wool  Selling  Brokers  of 
Australia,  auction  sales  are  held  at  which  the  wool 
is  displayed  on  the  show  floors,  the  largest  and 
best  lighted  in  the  world.  Catalogues  are  issued 
to  buyer  and  grower  alike  and,  after  values 
have  been  assessed  independently  by  buyer  and 
broker,  the  sale  begins  in  the  wool  exchange  at  a 
fixed  hour,  usually  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Ten  lots  a  minute  are  sold  by  the  auctioneer  and 
in  three  hours  no  fewer  than  12,000  bales  will  have 
changed  hands.  Buyers  settle  in  cash  within  four- 
teen days  when  growers  immediately  receive  an 
account  of  the  sales  effected  and  payment  therefor. 

In  this  manner,  wool  worth  $169,000,000  and 
divided  into  818  different  types  to  meet  the  exact- 
ing demand  of  the  world's  markets,  is  sold  cadi  year 
through  Australia's  regulated  public  auctions,  which 
are  attended  by  buyers  from  every  country  of  the 
world.  In  all,  90  per  cent,  of  the  shorn  wool  is 
sold  at  auction,  the  balance  being  shipped  to  Lon- 
don for  sale. 


INDUSTRIAL  EXPANSION 


AN  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  THE  AMERICAN 


TO-DAY  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  is  enter- 
ing upon  a  new  era  ol  industrial  development 
in  which  the  American  manufacturer  or  in- 
vestor has  an  opportunity  to  play  an  important  part 
and  to  obtain  a  good  return  on  capital  investment. 

Numerous  established  Australian  industries  cater 
for  the  local  demand  for  their  particular  products. 
Some  authorities  estimate  that,  in  a  range  of  goods 
worth  $240,000,000  annually  which  are  now  imported, 
Australia  oilers  unique  opportunities  to  American 
manufacturers  for  the  opening  ol  branch  factories  or 
the  establishment  of  entirely  new  concerns  in  a 
country  where  the  standard  ol  living  is  comparable 
with  that  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  which  gives 
some  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  market. 

In  1937,  373  companies,  having  a  paid-up  capital  of 
$954,000,000  and  whose  shares  arc  quoted  on  the 


centages  of  the  incomes  ol  l'J29,  have  been:  — 

Year  Australia  t  nited  States  of  America 

1029    100  100 

1932   08.7  49 

1935    82.2  68 

1937    100.8  83.fi 

Encouragement  ol  the  establishment  of  new  indus- 
tries is  one  of  the  principal  features  of  national  policy 
endorsed  by  all  political  parlies.  The  Australian 
Tarifl  policy  affords  special  consideration  lo  new 
industries  and  to  other  industries  not  fully  established. 
Sympathetic  consideration  to  applications  for  tariff 
protection  by  manufacturers  establishing  new  indus- 
tries is  thus  assured. 

In  Australia,  building  costs  are  much  lower  and 
plants  are  smaller  than   in   the   United  States  of 


Sydney  Stock  Exchange,  disclosed  profits  of  571,000,000 
after  payment  of  taxation,  the  average  rate  of  profit 
thus  being  7.4  per  cent.  (The  average  rate  of  profit 
shown  by  2,280  companies  in  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  same  year  was  6.7  per  cent.)  At 
the  time  this  booklet  was  published  the  Australian 
figures  for  1938  were  not  available,  but  there  was 
every  indication  that  they  would  exceed  those  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  economic  and  financial  position  of  Australia 
to-day  is  stronger  than  ever  before  in  her  history. 
Approximately  95  per  cent,  of  the  employable  popu- 
lation are  fully  employed,  and,  as  Australia  ceased 
external  borrowing  in  1931,  Australia's  own  resources 
are  now  providing  the  bulk  of  current  employment. 

The  extent  of  Australia's  recovery  from  the  depres- 
sion, as  compared  with  that  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  is  indicated  by  the  variations  in  national  in- 
comes of  the  two  countries,  which,  expressed  as  per- 


America,  so  that  industries  can  be  established  at  rela- 
tively low  capital  cost.  Further,  there  is  the  exchange 
advantage,  in  that  £1  sterling  ecjuals  25/-  in  Aus- 
tralian currency. 

Wages  and  conditions  of  labour  in  all  Australian 
manufacturing  industries  are  determined  by  Arbitra- 
tion Courts,  the  awards  of  which  are  strictly,  enforced 
by  law.  Employers  and  employees  thus  work  on  ex- 
actly the  same  terms  as  all  others  engaged  in  the  same 
industry  and  unfair  competition  is  impossible. 

The  Arbitration  Courts  have  operated  for  more 
than  thirty  years  and  have  proved  satisfactory  to 
employers  and  employees.  They  carried  through, 
without  industrial  disturbance,  the  wage  adjustments 
necessary  to  meet  the  depression.  The  smooth  work- 
ing of  the  system  has  been  a  most  important  factor 
in  promoting  Australia's  recovery  from  depression  and 
in  the  subsequent  maintenance  of  industrial  peace  and 
stability. 


I 


1ANUFACTURER 


During  the  last  ten  years,  the  time  lost 
through  industrial  disputes  in  Australian 
manufacturing  industries  has  averaged  less 
than  two-thirds  of  a  day  per  annum  per 
employee.  The  output  per  man-hour  also 
compares  very  favourably  with  that  of 
similar  industries  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world. 

The  power  of  the  strongly  organised 
Trade  Unions  is  counterbalanced  by  the 
existence  of  equally  powerful  employers' 
organisations,  notably  the  Chamber  of 
Manufactures  in  each  State,  which  provide 
statistical  research  services,  represent  manu- 
facturers in  negotiations  with  Unions  and 
in  proceedings  before  Arbitration  Courts 
and  the  Tariff  Board,  and  also  watch  the 
interests  of  manufacturers  in  all  legislation 
brought  before  the  Commonwealth  and 
State  Parliaments. 

Governmental  finance  in  Australia  is 
safeguarded  by  rigid  constitutional  bul- 
warks. The  payment  of  interest  obligations 
is  a  first  charge  on  the  finances.  A  National 
Debt  Sinking  Fund  wipes  out  current  debt 
in  a  period  ui  approximately  fifty  years. 
Borrowing  is  controlled  by  the  Australian 
Loan  Council,  which  is  composed  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Federal  and  State  Govern- 
ments who  determine  the  needs  of  Australia 
as  a  whole  and  act  as  a  central  authority  in 
the  raising  of  the  sums  regarded  as  essential 
for  Australian  purposes. 

All  financial  obligations  of  Federal  and 
State  Governments  and  of  municipalities 
have  been  met  in  full  as  and  when  they 
fell  due.  The  rapidity  and  completeness 
of  Australia's  recovery  from  depression  is 
the  strongest  tribute  to  the  soundness  of  the 
Australian  financial  system. 

Manufacturers  or  investors  desirous  of 
investigating  Australia  as  a  field  for  their 
activities  will  be  promptly  supplied  with 
the  fullest  and  most  detailed  information 
available  on  application  to  the  Australian 
Commissioner-General  to  the  New  York 
World's  Fair,  whose  office  is  located  in  the 
Australian  Pavilion,  or  to  the  Australian 
Government  Trade  Commissioner,  25 
Broadway,  New  York. 


AMERICAN  FINANCE  CAN 
TURN  NEW  WHEELS  OF 
INDUSTRY  IN  AUSTRALIA 


•  i  1 1 1 


AUSTRALIA  IS  THE  CROSS-ROADS 
IN  THE  GREAT  ROUND-THE-WORLD 

TRAVEL  CIRCLE 

V  


Australia  is  served  by  luxury  liners  across  the  Pacific,  and 
via  Suez  and  the  Cape  from  the  Old  World,  while  the  shipping 
network  links  up  with  the  Far  East.  Australia  is  also  the 
terminus  of  the  great  air  routes  from  Europe  and  the  East. 


MEASURING  AUSTRALIA'S  DEVELOPMENT -J 

The  economic  development  ol  Australia  might  readily  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that  the  total  value 
of  production  for  the  latest  twelve  months  for  which  figures  are  available  totalled  SI ,703,659,000,  the 
principal  items  being  as  follow:— 


PRIMARY  PRODUC  1  [ON,  1936  37 

Quantity 

V  alue  in  Dollars 

♦Wool  

lb. 

982.831,449 

237.175.000 

•Wheat  

bush. 

151,389,952 

150,957.000 

Other  Cereals  

bush. 

33,651,281 

22.642.000 

Hay  

tons 

3.447,647 

45,148,000 

Sugar  Cane   

tons 

5,445,740 

32,609.000 

Fruits,  Fresh  

31,734  000 

,,  Canned  

lb. 

127.498,651 

8,080.000 

Dried  Vine  Fruits  

tons 

47,520 

1 1,928,000 

Wine  

gall. 

20,167,994 

Tobacco  

Lb. 

5,198,352 

1,632,000 

Hides  and  Skins  (Exports)    .  .  . 

18,612.000 

Butter  and  Cheese  

11). 

440,990,532 

89,239,000 

Bacon  and  I  lams   

lb. 

73,677.063 

11,614,000 

MINING  PRODUCTION,  1937— 

Coal  (Black)   

tons 

12.074,273 

27.364,000 

Silver-Lead  and  Concentrates  .  .  . 

21,709.000 

*Gold  

fine  o/. 

1,380,126 

44.701,000 

Iron  • 

tons 

1.871.631 

8,018.000 

Copper  

tons 

21,562 

4.340.000 

Other  

13,117,000 

MANUFACTURING   

662,764,000 

♦Production  for  1937-38:  Wool,  1,010.000.000  lb.:  wheat.  188,000,000  bushels;  gold,  for  10 
months  ended  October.  1938.  1,291.164  fine  ounces. 


Australia  is  2.974,581  square  miles  in  extent,  has  a  population  of  6,893.082,  and  the  flocks  and 
herds  comprise  110.242,704  sheep,  13,491,072  cattle,   and  1,763,718  horses. 

The  extent  of  Australia's  external  trade  is  indicated  by  imports  valued  at  S532,472,000  and  exports 
at  $587,774,000,  while  further  pointers  to  financial  stability  are  deposits  in  cheque-paving  banks  of 
$1,460,457,000  and  in  savings  banks  of  S896,81 2,000. 


Note.— Figures  converted  to  dollars  at  the  rate  of  S3. 73  to  £1  Australian. 


Australian  air  routes,  operated  by 
modern  machines,  total  32,000  miles; 

Railways,  offering  up-to-date  transport, 
cover   more   than   27,000    route  miles; 

The  Stale  capitals  are  also 
linked  by  modern  coastal  ships; 

And  the  more  closely  settled  portions  of  the 
continent  are  patterned  with  good  roads. 


HL)I 


Information : 

Information    on    any    aspect    of    Australian    travel,    trade,    or   the    possibilities    for    industrial    investment    will  be 
at  tlie  Australian  Pavilion  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Australian  Commissioner-General  to  the  Xe\y_Y.ork 
Travel    information   can   also   be   obtained   from    the   Australian  National    Travel  Assoc 
Angeles,   California,  and  trade  information  from  the  Australian   Government    Trade  Co 
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